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Introduction	Comment by tholse: Just so you are aware, you’ve got some H1 sections that do not have H2 sections; they skip straight to H3. That’s a little unorthodox, but I’m fine with it. I’m posing the issue to the other editors of guides. You’ll be on the Cc line in case the issue amounts to something. Here are the H1 and H2 headings so you can see which H1s don’t have H2s:
Introduction
Safety and Trust
          Security
          Privacy
          Stability and Reliability
Speed and Efficiency
          Performance
          An Efficient Experience
Reach Beyond the Page
IE8 for Everyone
Productive for Developers
IE8 at Work

Also, almost all of your heading titles are parallel: you use noun phrases. However, you’ve got one or two verb phrases mixed in (for example, “Reach Beyond the Page”) This is another thing that I don’t get very uptight about because it’s mostly consistent throughout the doc, and that seems like enough. But I’ll present this to the other editors, as well, to see what they say.
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Browsing the web is the single most popular activity on the PC., and both the amount of time people spend browsing and the range of things they’re doing are increasing.  People are increasing the time they spend and range of things they get done on the web.  And this growth in usage is matched or even seems only to be exceeded by the rate of the web’s change of the web itself.  The web hasIt’s moved from a collection of mostly static pages to a dynamic network of interwoven services characterized by – communities of users, the lightning-quick exchange of information, rich and interactive experiences, rapidly updated content, and more local and personal relevance. 
In late 2006, Internet Explorer® 7 introduced:
·  sSecurity improvements
· , tThe flexibility of tabbed browsing
· , tThe convenience of a built-in Search box
· , and tThe power of integrated RSS Feeds.
 And more than 100 million people have downloaded the browser and taken advantage.
Now, with Internet Explorer® 8 (IE8), Microsoft reinforces its commitment to give the Windows community users by creating the best possible web experience. and delivering  To meet the growing demands of both the web and its expanding and worldwide user base, Internet Explorer 8 (IE8) delivers advances in each of the following seven areas:

Safety and Trust
The web can be a dangerous place. There are bad sites out there with bad intentions that attempt to trick us or to run malicious code on our computers to steal our data or track our actions.  Safety continues towill always be a major priority for Internet Explorer, and IE8 bolsters security by including a set of core protections safeguards to prevent attacks, including and a new filter to identify malicious sites and block the download of malicious software.	Comment by tholse: “Protections” isn’t a word. In addition to “safeguards,” you might consider “defenses.”
Privacy is another key aspect of safety.  IE8 helps protect our privacy from sites that attempt to track us as we surf browse the web and from other users of the our PC that we may might not want to see our web history.
Confidence and trust also come from knowing that the browser will work reliably and will recover easily.  IE8 builds confidence and earns trust on security and privacy protections with its significant improvements in browser stability, reliability, and recovery. IE8 works reliably, and it’ll recover easily and quickly if a problem ever occurs.	Comment by tholse: I don’t think the transition between paragraphs was working that well, so I tried a rewrite. I’m not very stoked with it, either. I can help with another rewrite if you don’t like this one.

Speed and Efficiency
When you upgrade from a previous version of Internet Explorer to IE8, you’ll immediately notice a big improvement in performance:.  
· IE8 is faster to sStart up is faster
· New tabs are created in a snap, creates new tabs in a snap, 
· Websites load and run and loads and runs websites much more quickly
.  Less waiting means theThe whole web surfing browsing experience feels is more immediate—friends and family feel closer, information appears faster, and getting to the content that’s personal and relevant to you is easier.	Comment by tholse: You’re killing me.
Technically is “surf” wrong? No, it’s even in the MSTP. But c’mon, at least innovate: “Windsurf the web!” or “Kiteboard with the Big Kahuna on the web!”	Comment by tholse: I made an attempt to define what this means by adding text that reiterates items in the first paragraph of this guide.

In addition, IE8 makes this all happen with has significant improvements to the Address Bar, sSearch capabilities, Tabs, and Favorites Bar. A faster browser combined with less effort getting to  to reduce the effort it takes to get to sites means you’ll be more efficient.  So the browser is faster and you’ll be able to use it more efficiently.
Reaching Beyond the Page
Most of us use several websites and services each day to get the information we need.  IE8 introduces Activities, and WebSlices, and real-time search results – three innovative features that enable us to reach beyond the page that we’re currently browsing to more efficiently use the larger network of our favorite sites and services.   Here’s how:	Comment by tholse: Again, I’m trying to reference a major theme from the intro paragraph.
· Use Activities enable us to take direct action on information as we you encounter it on the web – a definition, a search, a map
·  – and Make WebSlices allow us to easily monitor the information on key sites that’s are important to usyou.  
· Take advantage of the improved The Search Box. in IE8 has been improved tonow allow lets search providers to deliver rich results and suggestions to us in real time as we type.	Comment by tholse: Probably not a capital “B.” It’s likely this is unlabled UI, or if it is, then it just says “Search,” but I can’t get to an IE8 build right now to verify because of selfhost sadness.
  These new features are all easy to use, either separately or together, and they make finding information faster and more fun. and, together, they allow us to better take advantage of the resources of today’s web.  
IE for Everyone	Comment by tholse: Is there any content in this section? Later in the guide you discuss Accessibility. That’s what should be mentioned here, right?

Productivity for Developers
When web developers’ jobs get easier and more interesting, the web gets better for everyone.  In order tTo keep up with the rapid pace of change on the web, and help developers get the most out of their talent and efforts, IE8 includes a new layout engine, an improved script engine, and a new set of tools for web developers.  	Comment by tholse: This is a strong sentence. Nice.
Taken together, this work delivers on Microsoft’s our commitment to embrace web standards and provide a platform on which developers can create innovative and effective sites.  This work benefits all of us because it ensures that IE8 will provide great experiences on the newest and most powerful sites. 
Compatibility
None of the improvements or new features in IE8 will matter if websites look bad ugly or don’t work poorlyproperly.  IE8 ensures full compatibility with the existing web by including the IE7 layout engine in addition to the new engine.  Web sites and developers have the ability to select the appropriate engine to ensure compatibility.	Comment by tholse: Vroom vroom! What?
If you have to use “engine,” can you provide a definition for it so the layperson has some idea what is meant? “Engine” works OK in the Developer section, but not as well here.	Comment by tholse: The website itself can choose, or developers of websites can choose, or both?
IE at Work	Comment by teddw: I plugged in this section and broke the layout.
People use the web wherever and whenever they use their computers: PC, home, work, and almost anywhere or places in between.  IE8s The security, performance, and user experience improvements in IE8 can benefit all PCseveryone, including .  But IT pProfessionals and 	Comment by tholse: Product names and features don’t take possessives. You’ll see me rewrite these throughout the guide.
sSystem aAdministrators who have unique software deployment, security, servicing, and customization needs.  IE8 includes has a range of improvements directed at business use and browser management in corporate environments, from new installation methods to increased customization control through policiesy. IT pros have the level of control they need to help make the best decisions for their environments.	Comment by tholse: More freestylin’ from me. It just feels like you need a little more here.

The rest of this Guide will provide greaterRead on for more detail—feature descriptions, usage scenarios, and (of course) pictures –  on about each of these seven major areas. By the end you’ll  – features descriptions, usage scenarios, and (of course) pictures – to help you understand just how the IE8 product will improve improve by changing the way you experience the web. your web experience.	Comment by tholse: I took a lot of liberties here to make it punchier. You’ll want to review it carefully.




Safety and Trust


 Your web browser must be a tool you can depend on every day:, a tool one that safeguards your web browsing, is fast and resilient, and works the way you’d expect it to.  
IE7 included a number of security advances, but for every advance there are hackers that attempt to defeat the protective measures, software protections and confuse users, and compromise into compromising their private data.  IE8 marks further the next level of our commitment to safety with stronger security and privacy measures, new privacy protections, and increased stability and reliability. 

 


[image: ]Security	Comment by teddw: I don’t think we need a caption on this image.  It stands as emblematic and powerful as a marker for the whole section.  We do need more text, however.	Comment by tholse: I’m not totally sure what this image is supposed to show and why it is located here, specifically. Some callouts would help direct the reader’s attention to what you want them to see, and would also serve as a good starting point for the overview text that, as you note, this section needs.
Here’s a closer look at the numerous security 
enhancements in IE8.


Safety Filter	Comment by teddw: Have we moved to calling this SmartScreen as the visuals suggest?
IE7 introduced an anti-phishing filter that helped you people avoid fraudulent websites.  IE8 increases protection by pairing our anti-phishing protection with an anti-malware tool we call Safety Filter.  The Safety FilterIt warns you if you’ve reached a site that is known to distribute malicious software.  And if you think you’ve come across a website that’s up to no good, And you can use the tool to also help improve the web for everyone by reporting sites that have malicious downloads through that same tool.
IE8’s new SmartScreen helps you avoid 
unsafe sites.

ActiveX Protections
[image: ]ActiveX controls are add-ons for Internet Explorer that many popular sites use to provide things features like such as media playback, animations, and interactive experiences.  They’re powerful and useful, but some add-ons can also be used maliciously by bad some sites.  IE7 improved security by asking your permission before installing ActiveX controls. This let you decide to accept ActiveX controls only from sources that you trusted, enabling you to accept them from trusted sources.  However, once a control was installed by a trusted site, other (potentially bad) malicious sites could access and use that control.  In IE8, ActiveX controls are only available to the site that downloaded them.  Other sites will have to ask your permission before accessing these controls.	Comment by tholse: I’ve been writing around “bad sites” in this doc because my understanding is that LCA would prefer if we stick to “malicious or potentially unwanted.” I run into this with Windows Defender and UAC. David can confirm (or deny).
There will be an exception list for the most widely used legitimate ActiveX controls.  These trusted controls, which include things like Flash, Acrobat Reader, QuickTime, Windows Media Player, and Java, will be allowed to run from any site once downloaded.	Comment by teddw: Are we shipping this?  Ben suggested at one point this got cut.	Comment by tholse: If we do end up shipping this, I suggest not mentioning any specific technology because of the age-old “what happens if we don’t end up supporting that specific technology” conundrum. Who will be responsible for updating this doc?
In corporate environments, IE8 makes it possible for ActiveX controls to be managed on a “per- user” basis, without security or administrative dialog promptings.  This improvement allows IE8 to be deployed and managed more easily by in these environmentscompanies.

Address Bar Domain Name Highlighting
When you launch IE8 and go to any web page, you’ll see that the domain name is bold in the Address Bar.  The domain name is the core part of the web address that identifies the true source of the page, and the bold text makes it easier to distinguish legitimate web addresses from fraudulent sites that use confusing domain names to try to trick you into visiting and giving  you’re your personal information.  For example, http://www.fabrikam.com is the real site for the company named ContosoFabrikam, while http://www.evil.com/fabrikamcontoso is fraudulent.  This is just a simple thing, but it provides clarity and a first level of protection to between you and malicious websites as while you’re browsinge the web.	Comment by tholse: I changed the company name to match the art. No sense having two fictional examples.	Comment by tholse: Two cents: This feature might be more impressive if written as http://fabrikam.evil.com/fabricam
[image: ]Domain highlighting makes it easier to confirm legitimate web addresses.

Additional Security Protections
As web technologies increase in complexity, so do the number of ways malicious hackers attempt to seize control of your PC and get to your personal data.  IE8 improves safety by including protection from three of these types of security attacks:.
· First, IE8 protects against Cross-Site Scripting (XSS) attacks in which one site attempts to inject introduce script code into another site usingvia your computer	Comment by tholse: I tried to de-geek this and make it palatable to an Abby audience, but I might have screwed with the meaning. This text should be reviewed carefully.
· .  Next, IE8 uses Data-Execution Prevention (DEP/NX,), which makes it impossible for a site to download an executable program file disguised as a picture or video and then secretly run it on your computer	Comment by tholse: Where does the “NX” come from? “DEP” is a fairly well-known acronym amongst security types, but I’m not sure about the NX, especially as a combo-acronym.	Comment by tholse: One instance where more technical detail might actually be handy…Hear Abby say “execute = bad, right?”
· .  Finally, IE8 recognizes that many of today’s Some websites use website usage information from more than one source (domain), which can compromise security,.  So so IE8 makes and enablesuses Cross-Domain Requests (XDR) in a way that allows sites to better safeguard private data.
 IE8 protects against these types of attacks without compromising your ability to freely surf browse and interact with the web, and now you can .  You can just feel a little safer while doing so.


[image: ]Privacy	Comment by tholse: I think this “inPivate” art needs to appear under the “InPrivate” subheading rather than before it. It also needs a caption. And this is picky, but it might be helpful: you describe clicking a new tab and then turning the feature on. This image shows the original tab with the feature turned on and a new, second tab (Fabrikam). I’d reverse it so that the newest tab shows the new feature.
Most people understand that websites track usage the use of their pages and content.  Often, this has no impact on your web surfingbrowsing.  But what if you’d like to use the web to shop for a gift and you’d prefer that no record is kept so IE’s history not spoil the surprise isn’t spoiled for a family member?  And what if you’d just rather have more control over which sites track your usage?  
With more and more web pages using script to bring using dynamic content onto their sites, there are increased hidden connections exist among web pages and between web pages and databases.  These connections are behind the scenes.  No one asks if you care about being tracked, and you’re not aware of what the sites may might do with your usage datathat data. IE8 gives you greater awarenessmakes you more aware and gives you greater control over the tracking ofhow your web usage use is tracked so that your web browsing can be entirely your own. 





Caption goes here
[image: ]
InPrivate	Comment by tholse: Looks like you’ve got a Google address in the art. I suggest that all these sites either be MS sites (and “Allowed”) or fake (and “blocked”), such as Fabrikam, Contoso, and Woodgrove.
Also, I’m a little confused: where do you discuss the features shown in this image?	Comment by tholse: Have all the good “InPrivate” jokes been made already? (I hate being late to the party.)
Imagine you want to shop for a gift on your family PC and leave no evidence of the search – no history, no cookies, no blown ruined surprise.  IE8 has a new privacy mode that will respect Parental Controls settings and keep your family safe, but won’t record any session information and leaves no evidence of searches or page visits.  You just open a New Tabnew tab, and then select Private Browsing.  All your actions in that sessionwhile browsing using that tab will not be recorded.	Comment by tholse: What do you mean by “session,” exactly? History? Cookies? How is it different than what you say in the rest of the sentence?
 IE7 had a robust Delete Browsing History feature to clean up the browser.  Users could choose which browser content to delete or to delete it all – cookies, add-ons, history, and temporary files.  In IE8, deletinge content is improved so that it is smarter and more respectful of your preferences.  When you delete in IE8, you can choose to preserve the data from the sites in your Favorites. That way, , so the cookies and temporary files you rely on most stay in the browser and don’t impact your day-to-day use of the web.


Privacy Advisor
A subtle form of privacy loss can come from surveillance of web usage.  While users you might expect that a site knows they when you visited, the site can include content from other websites that might also track your visit without anyno indication that they are doing soto the user. Go to your most popular news or sports site and you’d be amazed to see how many different unrecognizable websites are delivering content to the page.  That content can gather information about the user’s visit.  If that content from the other site is included by many sites, As a result, a website owner can track a user’s your browsing behavior across those sites and build a rich history of your web browsingusage – without the user’syour awareness or consent. 	Comment by tholse: These paragraphs are confusing. I tried a rewrite that simplifies. In the process, I might have changed the meaning, so please review carefully.
IE8 includes a Privacy Advisor, which assesses your exposure to third-party content silently in the background. When a site passes a certain threshold for exposure for serving third-party content, you’ll receive a notification and can view a pPrivacy rReport.  The report indicates shows the sites that are delivering content to the site you are viewingyour current site.  You can to choose to learn more about those content providerssites, or block certain content providers on a particular site or for any site, or to turn .  And you can turn the Privacy Advisor off entirely if this is not a concern for you.




[image: ]Stability and Reliability	Comment by tholse: Added this so that your headings stay consistent with what you introduce in the intro paragraph.	Comment by tholse: The personal name used in the image is incorrect because it is not listed on the fictitious names list from LCA:
http://lcaweb/Trademarks/Name%20Clearance/pages/Fictitious%20Names.aspx#6
You have to pick one from the list and reshoot.
IE8 is the most stable browser, period.  While the browserIE8 reduces the likelihood that you’ll experience a crash, the web still has many bad malicious sites, script errors in the computer code used to create websites, and unstable add-ons that can cause the browser to crash or hang.  With IE8, we’ve improved the browser’s ability is often able to withstand unstable web pages and to recover from crashes gracefully and automatically.  	Comment by tholse: I’m not totally opposed to it, but I think that the idea of “grace” is often lost on an Abby audience. It would be better to spell out what we mean than to rely on the shorthand.


Tabs recover automatically in IE8


Resiliency
If a bad add-on or an error on a web page caused a crash in IE7, it generally caused the entire browser to crash; all open tabs were affected.  	Comment by tholse: Improperly coded or malicious?
IE8 has been rebuiltwas created so that the tabs and the program’s “frame” are only loosely coupledlargely independent of one another.  This means this that if a site or add-on causes a tab to crash, only that tab is affected.  The browser itself remains stable and usable, and other tabs remain unaffected.  We call this Loosely Coupled IE, or LCIE.	Comment by teddw: Tony asks if we want to label this work.  We labeled it for Beta 1 with a whitepaper on LCIE.  We can persist with the label or just move to describing the work.  Either way….
In addition, IE8 has The Automatic Crash Recovery feature in IE8 does just what it says: .  A a tab that crashes will be restored automatically to its former original state automatically.  And in the unlikely event thatIf the browser were to ever crashed or closes unexpectedly, the entire session (all tabs) will be restored.  And iIf you are entering information on a web page, maybe such as writing an e-mail or filling out a form, and the page crashes, IE8 will recover the information you’ve entered when it returns reopens the page. And what if you close a tab accidentally? IE8 reduces that frustration by restoring recently closed tabs from the New Tab page.
While less unnerving than a crash, accidental closing of a tab can be just as frustrating. IE8 reduces that frustration by letting you restore recently closed tabs from the New Tab page




Management of Add-Ons and Toolbars
Add-ons, including ActiveX controls and toolbars, are extensions to IE that can be distributed by websites.  Most add-ons are useful and of high-quality, but the occasional poorly improperly written or dated add-on can cause performance and stability problems.  And once a bad or older Add-on is installed and running, it can be difficult to get rid of.  IE8 helps in two ways.
For toolbars, IE8 adds a close button.  Any active toolbar will have a close button, just like any window.  This is particularly useful if you accidentally download a toolbar that you don’t want or if you find yourself with more than one toolbar turned on at the same time. Click the close button, and the toolbar both closes and is disabled.  Disabling stops the toolbar from performingrunning tasks in the background, which may that might be invisible to you but which could slow down your PC or track where you go and what you do on the web usage.  Some toolbars come with additional add-ons, and IE8 will ask if you’d like to disable those, toothe related add-ons.  If you accidentally close and disable a toolbar, it can be always be turned on enabled again by selecting Manage Add-ons from the Tools menu.	Comment by teddw: Consider adding visual of toolbar with close button

In rare cases, an very bad add-on can cause the browser to crash every time it’s launched.  IE8 includes an improved “No Add-ons Mode” to allow you to break such a cycle if you encounter it.  When you start IE8 in “No Add-ons Mode,” it launches in a stable state.  From there, you can select Manage Add-ons from the Tools menu and determine the cause of the problem. 	Comment by tholse: No point in using scare-quotes here. If you’re going to call it this, just keep doing it until people get used to it.	Comment by tholse: I think you can safely drop the t-shooter info. The rest of this guide doesn’t talk about the “how” very often, and I think it kind of distracts.
The best way to reduce exposure to out-of-date ActiveX controls and toolbars is avoid them from the beginning.  When you upgrade from IE7, the IE8 Upgrade Advisor will notify you if any of your add-ons are out of date and help you install the latest ones instead.  This will make IE8 faster and more stable right from the start. 



Speed and Efficiency


As we spend more time online doing new and creative things, the amount of time people spend and activities that people do online increases, so does the importance of speed can increase exponentially.  Speed has a big impact on your web browsing experience.  A simple task like checking your webmail e-mail – open the browser, open a new tab, navigate go to your e-mail site, log in, and check your inbox for new messages – can feel interminable with a slow connection or a slow browser.  The faster browser not only saves you time, but it replaces frustration with satisfaction and gives you a much greater sense of efficiency and satisfaction.  Multiply this slowness by the hours of time and the numerous tasks that you do online each day, and the importance of speed becomes very clear. A faster browser not only saves you time, but it replaces frustration with satisfaction and gives you a much greater sense of efficiency and satisfaction.	Comment by tholse: The metaphorical “equation” got a little squirrely here, so I had to move stuff around and define the variables a little more clearly.
This section is called “Speed and Efficiency” because overall speed is both the cumulative effect of the raw performance of the browser and the directness with which it allows you to get things done.  IE8 delivers on both with significant improvements in browser performance new features and improvements in navigation.



[image: ]Performance	Comment by tholse: The last option in the address bar in the image is “woo.com.” That’s an actual website, owned by a computer scientist who is not interested in selling his domain name. He’s quite clear about that. I’ll let David assess the risk of including that web address in this image.
I’m also a little concerned about the appearance of “wood.gov.” That site doesn’t currently exist. Maybe David should also assess risk here, too.
Finally, it’d be nice if the faked Contoso page didn’t have typos, but that’s probably too much to ask.

Performance improvements are hard to quantify in a product guide: how can we convey speed to you with a still image?; there is no new ‘fast feature’ to explain and static pictures can’t always convey speed.  But when you use IE8, you will notice that it is significantly faster than IE7 in the areas that matter the most – initial product progam launch, opening a new tab, loading pages, and executing script.  These improvements in browser responsiveness and site performance make web surfing feel more smooth and satisfying.	Comment by tholse: Can we write around this or is this section supposed to appeal to the geeks?	Comment by tholse: I’m going to give you this one because you follow it with “smooth” and “satisfying.” It almost makes some sense.
The address bar suggestions help 
you get to sites quickly.	Comment by teddw: This is a caption but cannot be differentiated in the design from the text above.




Scripting	Comment by teddw: Needs to move down in the layout	Comment by tholse: What is script? I try to answer that question for people who don’t know, and you’ll want to review my definition carefully.
For IE8, sScript execution is particularly important given because of its the prevalence of scripts on the web and warranted significant script engine improvements for IE8. A script is a set of instructions that can customize or add interactive features to a program, such as a browser.  Increasingly, the most interesting and popular websites are using scripts to bring content into the page site dynamically.  That means that the browser has to do more than show static text and images, it has to be able to read and act upon the scripts for each webpageexecute program logic (script) on each page.  IE8’s The improvements to IE8 allow it to work even better with scripts, and this  script engine will significantly increases site the performance on of these dynamic, heavily scripted sites.

Faster Ppages
[Need description of networking improvements].




[image: ]An Efficient Experience	Comment by tholse: A very clean, Zen-like image. Daring.
[NEED new Level 2 Head = “An Efficient Experience” = which will cover the UX improvements that make for a more efficient browser]

Need a screen and caption for this


Address Bar

At its core, the Address Bar in IE8 works as it did in IE7.  You enter a web address (URL), hit click the Go buttonEnter, and the page loads.  But the Address Bar in IE8 has been improved to make navigation easier and to minimize the need for you to enter full web addresses to get to your destination.
In IE7, the Address Bar included a drop-down window that matched the URL addressthat you typed with sites that you had been to before.  As you typed, the list was narrowed to include just the sites that matched each character, and you could then click on a site from the list and go there directly.  That worked well, but it has a drawback: sites had to match the characters from the beginning of the URL address (after the www).  For example, suppose you had been to the site http://www.contoso.com/travel/cruise last week.  Now, you want to go back to the site to continue your vacation planning.  In IE7, you could enter the word “cruise” and not get any results in the Address Bar drop-down menu because those letters do not appear at the beginning of the URL.	Comment by tholse: I’ve always found “URL” to be a little geeky. My mom calls it an “address.” URL is all over this section. I’ve tried to rewrite them, but I won’t squawk if you change them back. 
IE research tells us that a lot of navigation in the Address Bar is to sites that the user has been to already.  And because it’s hard to remember URLs addresses precisely, there were many times where the IE7 Address bar was not helping people reach their destination quickly.  In IE8, the Address Bar drop-down menu includes matches from anywhere in the address (not just the beginning) or the site’s title, and it also searches across your Favorites,  and RSS Feeds, and  in addition to History, and it includes matches from anywhere in the URL (not just the beginning) or from the site title. So, if you enter “cruise” into the Address Bar of IE8, you’ll see the site you visited last week (http://www.contoso.com/travel/cruise) plus any others where the word cruise is included in the URL address or site title. And as you type in the IE8 Address Bar, the matching characters in the drop-down menu are highlighted in blue so you can see the match at a glance.
There’s one additional improvement to the Address Bar.  If you make a typo while entering a URL type an address incorrectly in IE7, you will continue to see that bad URLwrong address in the Address Bar drop-down menu.  There’s no way to get rid of such a mistake once you make one without deleting every address that’s been stored.  But in IE8 you can mouse over any address in the drop-down menu and delete it.  This is might seem like a small thing, but it eliminates a real annoyance and makes browsing a littlemuch more pleasant.	Comment by tholse: If I clear the History, there is. So I had to add text that specifies.
By making these improvements, we’ve expanded the role of the The Address Bar from a place to enter URLs tois now a powerful and friendly search tool for your Favorites, History, and RSS Feeds.  Of course you can still find these things by clicking the Favorites menu and navigating the list, but we think many people will find it easier to just type a few characters in the Address Bar and then to click to go directly to the site they want.


Favorites Bar	Comment by tholse: What do the arrows on the favorites links do? That should be discussed (if they actually do something).
[image: ]There is a Links Bar in IE7.  If you turn it on, itThe Favorites Bar appears across the top of the browser, just below the Address Bar, and it lets you see andyou can use it to directly and quickly access a set of special sitesthe sites you use most often.  You can tThink of it as a place for your favorite Favorites.  But the Links Bar is off by default in IE7, and a lot of people don’t know 
about it.	Comment by tholse: The image needs a caption.
Our research shows that the people who have activated the Links Bar like it and use it frequently, so in IE8 we’ve turned it on by default and made some improvements.  The first thing you’ll notice is that the Links Bar is now called Favorites Bar, a name that more accurately reflects what it’s for.  The bar is on by default and the Favorites button is more clearly labeled than in IE7.  	Comment by teddw: Add SQM data?



In addition to links to Favorites, you can now add RSS Feeds and WebSlices (discussed below)– a feature we’ll discuss later – to the Favorites Bar, making it a much more useful dashboardthe most useful spot to get directly to the sites and content you care about most. 



[image: ]Find on Tthis Ppage is now 
integrated.	Comment by tholse: The second match for “Paris” is highlighted in blue rather than yellow. Is that intentional? If so, what does it mean? If not, then reshoot the image.








Find Oon Tthis Page	Comment by teddw: How soon until there’s a “Bring back the IE Find on Page Modal Dialog” Facebook group?  Never.

IE8 includes a completely redesigned “Find on Tthis Page” toolfeature.  The “Find” dialog box in IE7 worked, but it floated over and often obscured the page.  The new tool is a seamlessly integrated bar below the tab row, so it does not block any of the page.  And instead of waiting for you to type the entire search term and hit press Enter, IE8 searches on a character-by-character basis as you type.  The total number of matches is shown on the bar, along with buttons to navigate to the next or previous match, and the matches are highlighted in yellow and areso they are easy to spot.
The new “Find on Tthis Page” tool feature is also linked to the Search Box in IE8.  A common search activity is to enter a term in the Search Box, look at the search results, click on the one that looks promising, and then try to find the original search term on that page.  So whenWhen you open the “Find on Tthis Page” tool in IE8, the last term you entered in the Search Box is automatically copied in thereto it and those the hits matches on the page are highlighted.  This is another small thing, but it streamlines a common search task and makes using browsing the web a little more efficient.  We think these little things add up to an improved browsing experience.	Comment by tholse: Again, this capitalization of unnamed areas just seems weird to me. Perhaps nowhere more weird than Find on This Page, but at least it’s consistent. Sigh.



Tab Groups
As people become more accustomed to tabbed browsing, they’re more likely to have multiple tabs open at the same time.  Often, a link from one tab webpage will open a new tab, and it can become difficult to understand which tabs are related and which are independent.  IE8 introduces Tab Groups to reduce this confusion and increase the benefits of tabbed browsing.  
In IE8, when one a new tab is opened from anothera webpage, they’re grouped.  That is, the new tab opens beside the originating first tab, and both are marked with a color bar on the tab row.  Now yYou can quickly see which tabs have related content.  If you close a tab that’s part of a group, you will stay within the group and within the context of your current task rather than find yourself suddenly looking at an unrelated tab. 	Comment by tholse: You probably need some art here.
If you right-click on any tab, you can close it or its the whole group. From that same right-click menu, you can also reopen the last tab you closed or see a list of recently closed tabs and reopen any of them.  This comes in handy if you accidentally close a tab.

New Tab Page
When you click to open a new tab in IE7, you get a New Tab page that’s flat and that looks similar to a “404” website error page.  It makes sense that when you open a new tab, your next step will be to navigate to a page.  So in IE8, the New Tab page has been redesigned to offer a number of useful actions to help you take that next step.  
From the New Tab page, you can connect directly to any Activity (see the next section for more on Activitiesmore about this below) or you can start a Private Browsing session.  Just click Private Browsing and that tab will be a self-contained session that doesn’t leave any tracks (but does respect Parental Controls). 	Comment by tholse: Is this the “InPrivate” thing discussed above? Has the name changed recently? If it’s the same thing, you’ll want to do a search and replace to root out any stragglers.	Comment by tholse: If this is that InPrivate thing, then I don’t think you need to explain it again here. Just point to it with a “see above” reference.
And because research tells us that people frequently close tabs accidentally, the New Tab page has an option to reopen recently closed tabs.  The New Tab page has become another tool to help you browse more efficiently and directly.	Comment by tholse: I think you covered this already.

Dynamic Content: A Better Back Button
If you use the web frequently, you’re experiencing more and more websites that use AJAX technologiessites. Sites that use AJAX sites use JavaScript and XML (the J and X in AJAX) to make websites more interactive and dynamic. These sites  so that they function more like full-blown applications programs rather than static web pages.  For example, mMany mapping sites, for example, use AJAX for panning and zooming their maps smoothly and without having to reload the webpage.  You don’t have to reload the entire web page to zoom in on a map.	Comment by tholse: Kinda helpful, but it does beg the question: What do the “A’s” stand for?
But if you’ve ever tried to use the Back button after you’ve panned across a map and zoomed in and out a few times, you know that it doesn’t work as expected.  Rather than take you back to your last view of the map, the Back button takes you off the map completely and back to the previous website webpage you were looking atviewing.  And if you then use the Forward button, to return, you’ll will be on at the starting point on the map rather than the place where you left off.  This is because older browsers don’t have the ability to read the individual AJAX events and, instead, just consider them as one event or action.  
IE8 fixes this at.problem  Now the browser can read individual AJAX events.  If sites comply with the HTML5 standard, that IE8 respects to do this, the Bback button in IE8 will bring you back to your last action, just as you’d expect. It’s a small thing today, but AJAX is increasingly prevalent and you’ll appreciate a browser that handles it seamlessly.

Zoom	Comment by tholse: This feature could probably use some art. It’s a little hard to imagine it.
The Zoom control in IE7 is optical, which meaning means that it blows increases up the page as if you were looking at it through a magnifying glass.  This works fine, but it causes the dimensions of the page to increase so that it no longer fits in the browser window.  So zZooming in IE7 often involves using a combination of vertical and horizontal scroll bars to reach all the zoomed content.
In IE8, the Zoom control is not optical.  RatherInstead, it resizes the text and images and then lays them outarranges them so they fit in the original dimensions of the page. As a result, a zoomed page is easier to read and use. No more scrolling! 	Comment by tholse: I can hardly contain my excitement, and needed to call it out…with an exclamation point.
Import Settings
IE8 makes it fast and easy for Firefox users to get up and running.  As part of Setup, IE8 can import your Firefox Bookmarks into Favorites.  (Bookmarks) and settings from Firefox.  If you miss your chance in Setup, you can Import Settings later from within IE8always import your settings later.


Reach Beyond the Page


Today’s web is about a lot more than just finding or surfing browsing information.  Sites have services that help you get things done and communicate with anyone in the world.  Web searches, auction sites, web-based e-mail and calendars, social networks, photo sharing sites, stores, mapping sites, blogs, news and weather sites, games – there are now web counterparts to more and more almost every traditional activity.ies.  IE8 gives takes you beyond static webpages and kicks open doors to new you more ways to connect with web services, resources, and experiences. and take advantage of the latest web resources and experiences.	Comment by tholse: So I undoubtedly went too far here—I made myself uncomfortable, and I imagine you are squirming, too. The rhetoric should be dialed down, but I hope you get my point. I just wasn’t feeling the differentiator between us and anything else. I don’t think we can claim “beyond the page” without doing some selling of the sizzle, and I just wasn’t hearing it in the original. And that’s coming from somebody who is constitutionally opposed to the sizzle.




Effective Search

IE7 has built-in Search Box to the right of the Address Bar.  When you enter a search term in IE7, it’s passed from the Search Box to the search engine of your choice and you see the search results page from that provider.  
The Search Box in IE8 looks very similar, but it’s much more helpful.  As you type a search term into the new Search Box, you will you’ll see real-time search suggestions from the provider.  These suggestions show you common searches that relaterelated to the words you are typingtype.  You can click on the suggestion at any time and immediately execute perform the search (without having to type the entire word or phrase).  Not only does this save typing time and a click or two, but it’s more likely your search result will be relevantwhat you’re looking for, and that’s going to save you even more time.    
IE8 allows the search provider to deliver more than just suggested terms as you type.  The provider can also deliver direct results and images that can give you immediate answers.  For example, if you enter a stock ticker symbol, the search provider could give you a stock quote with a chart right there in the Search Box drop-down menu.  IE8 provides the enabling technology, but the choice of what to show is made by the search provider.  This capability allows the providers to do different and innovative, and that’ll create a greater web experience for you search result presentations over time.	Comment by tholse: This mocked up in some art would be nice.

Our browser research shows that people often use search to get back to sites that they’ve been to before.  For some people, this is easier than trying to remember a URL or finding the site in the browser history.  To help in these cases, If you know you’ve been to a website before and your search provider’s results are helping you find it again, IE8 includes result matches from your history in the bottom part of the Search Box drop-down, just below the search provider’s suggestions.  As in the Address Bar, you’ll will see matches from either the URL address or the site title. If you see the site you want in the list, you can go there directly without having to execute a web search and evaluate a page of results.  	Comment by tholse: I sound like Dave: this would be better with art.	Comment by tholse: I think that last part is a given.



Activities: Easy Aaccess to Rrelevant Sservices

With an the huge increase in web services and sites that can do amazing things and present information and ideas in exciting new ways, you’re less likely to sit back and passively let the website control what you see and how you interact with the information.perform interesting tasks, web users are  It’s much more likely that you’ll to want to take action on information what you are reading, seeing, or hearing. they find on a particular web page.  You might find an address and want to see it on a map or come across a distance in kilometers and want to convert it to miles.  You might see a product and want to check its price, or read an unfamiliar word and want to look up a definition.	Comment by tholse: I tried to make this sound more sexy. Sizzle sizzle. 
Please edit.
Today you can do these things on the web pretty easily.  You just select the thing text you’re interested in, copy it, go to the service you want (such as a mapping site or an image search site), paste in the information, click a buttonenter, and then see the result.  Then yYou can return to your initial original page and get back to your original taskwhat you were doing.
Activities are a way to automate this process by integrating services right into IE8.  Instead of doing all those steps, you just select the text you’re interest in, click on the Activities symbol, and then select the desired activity.  For example, you might select an a street address, click the Activities symbol, and then select “Map It.”	Comment by tholse: Or button? What’s it look like?
Some Activities can give you the requested information you want in place, in a little fly-out window that appears over the page.  For these, you just hover over the Activity in the list and the fly-out will appear with the requested content.  If you click on an Activity, you go directly to the site and see the information.   	Comment by tholse: Better with art.
You have control over which Activities are enabled turned on and which service providers are associated with an Activityused.  You might prefer to get image searches from one siteprovider, maps from a second siteprovider, and e-mail from a third. No problem. It’s easy to create, change, remove, and edit these choices in IE8.  
It’s easy to create, change, remove, and edit these relationships in IE8.
Web services ranging from the biggest search providers to small specialized merchants can easily create Activities and make them available to you via the “Find More Activities” option on the Activities menu.  	Comment by tholse: This gets pretty iffy and squishy. I think it can be deleted and nothing really gets lost.
IE8 will get you started by shipping with a list of useful Activities that include search, mapping, word definitions, translation, and blogging.  From there, you can easily add or remove Activities at any time to make the list your own.  As Activities become more popular with users, more sites will provide more interesting and useful Activities.



WebSlices: Easy Aaccess to Rrelevant Iinformation
[image: ]How many times a day or week do you use the web to check somethingfor information you’re going to want to know on a regular basis?  Maybe it’s the weather, a sports score, your e-mail, a stock quote, an auction, a blog, or the news.  It’s a manual process.  You don’t know if there’s anything new, so you have to go to the sites and check. It can steal your time.
A few years ago, an important, new, web-wide technology standard called Really Simple Syndication (RSS) was introduced that helps by bringingdelivers web content directly to you.  With An an RSS Feed enables you to can subscribe to content from a site.  Most new sites and blogs have RSS Feeds that send you story headlines or blog subjects. When you subscribe, the browserIE8 (or a specialized RSS Reader) polls the target site periodically to see if new content has been posted.  If is it has, then that content is brought to your browser or RSS readerdelivered to you.  Most new sites and blogs have RSS Feeds that send you story headlines or blog subjects.   IE7 includes an RSS platform that allows you to subscribe to and read Feeds.
IE8 builds on the IE7 RSS platform with a new feature called WebSlices.  WebSlices are an easy way for you to get relevant information more easily.  You can monitor the status of thethese if the sites that you check frequently have changed, and to see, right on the Favorites Bar, whether things have changed.  And you can previewing the new information in place beforewill help you decide whether to visit the site deciding whether a visit to the site is warranted.	Comment by tholse: Better with art.


WebSlices bring content to 
you in context	Comment by tholse: This art shows an “Activity” rather than a “WebSlice,” right?


In IE8, WebSlices use the same underlying technology as RSS..  You subscribe to a WebSlice and then browser polls the site periodically to see if anything is new.   But tThe difference is that a WebSlice enables lets a site to mark up a piece slice (or pieceslice) of a page for subscription, and the slice can include visual elements from the page.
For example, eBay has created a Web Slice to monitor auctions.  If you’re interested in following an auction, you can subscribe to a the eBay WebSlice and get periodic updates on the auction status and see a portion of the auction webpage. For a WebSlice from a weather provider in Barcelona, it might include the latest conditions and an image from a weather camera.  If you click the preview, you go directly to the site to see more details. 
In IE8, the new Favorites Bar can host static links (like the Links Bar in IE7), as well as RSS Feeds and Web Slices.  So the Favorites Bar is an active dashboard that helps you monitor sites that you’d like to follow. Previously, you’d have had to check manually.	Comment by tholse: This info deleted because it’s repetitive.
When new information is available from a WebSlice or RSS Feed, the title (on the Favorites Bar) becomes bold.  The title may also change at this time.  For example, a WebSlice to monitor the temperature in Barcelona might include 	Comment by tholse: Deleted because a lot of it is redundant. I moved the weather example to earlier and condensed it.


the temperature in the title, and that text would be updated in place.  But a WebSlice is more than just a title.  If you click on a WebSlice in the Favorites Bar, you will see a preview image.  This is (literally) the section of the web page that was marked up to define the WebSlice.  For an auction, this preview could contain a picture of the item and the latest price.  
Sites can create WebSlices with the addition of just a few lines of mark-up code to their existing pages.  As with RSS, IE8 will indicate the availability of WebSlices on a page and allow you to subscribe to them and add them to the Favorites Bar with just a couple of clicks.  If you no longer want to monitor a site, it’s easy to delete WebSlices.  
Activities allow you to take content that you encounter and go out to web services to take action on that information.  WebSlices allow you to monitor important sites by actively bringing status updates to you.  In each case, IE8 has integrated with web services in way that allows you to reach beyond the page and more effectively use the power of the web.



IE8 for Everyone

As the Internet connectivity expands its reach – not just globally but inboth geographically and the total number of people that use itin any locale that use the web – the web browsers haves an increased responsibility to ensure that everyone with a PC and an Internet connection has a great web experience.  IE for everyone is a statement of purpose for people from varying locales around the world, as well as for people of varying visual abilities.  IE8 ships in XXXX languages and locales to ensure web browsing is as familiar as the local language. And IE8 has increased support for accessibility standards that benefit software that assistsimprove web browsing for the visually impaired.  And IE8 ships in XXXX languages and locales to ensure web browsing is as familiar as the local language.	Comment by tholse: Moved this sentence to maintain parallelism. 



Accessibility

When we talk about accessibility in the browser, we mean the set of assistive technologiestools that make it possible for people with disabilities to use the browser and have a great experience on the Webweb.  In particularSpecifically, it has been difficult for people with vision impairments to use the Webweb.  	Comment by tholse: We don’t really use the word “disability” in our Help, so I tried to write around it here.
People with vision impairments can use assistive technology software called screen readers to help them user computers.  Screen readers parse analyze the elements on the screen and read the content to the user, including the choices users have to navigate.  Until now, it has been difficult for these tools to understand and correctly identify elements on a web page.  For exampleSometimes, an image on a web page can sometimes be is a button, sometimes it’s a picture of a person, and sometimes it’s an advertisement.
IE8 includes support for two important accessibility frameworks:, Accessible Rich Internet Applications (ARIA) and UIA (User Interface Automation) Express.  ARIA is expected to become a W3C standard in 2008, and UIA Express is a .Net-based solution that is backed supported by Microsoft.	Comment by tholse: As noted earlier in this doc, this section would be more clear if it offered concrete examples of specific improvements in IE8.

 IE8’s supports for both frameworks, givinges developers of both assistive technology software and of websites the tools they need to better help those people with visual impairments.  Many assistive technologies already use Microsoft Active Accessibility (MSAA) program interfaces to get and expose program information helpto users.  IE8 will expose ARIA through MSAA, meaning that existing assistive technologies that use MSAA will be able to quickly and easily take advantage of ARIA to deliver more powerful tools that result in more accessible web sites.	Comment by teddw: Need to add a section on globalization – number of languages/locales, extent of the beta to get feedback, anything else differentiating


Productive for Developers	Comment by teddw: We’ve made a decision to remove a bulk of the developer oriented details and assume we’ll nail that level of info in the IE dev center, with PM/content collaboration on the whitepapers and value prop messaging there.  This guide assumes end-user as focus and includes enough developer details to say we’re investing across the board because it’s all related to a great experience and also teases devs that read this to click through to the dev center on MSDN.



Web developers create the amazing sites and services that define today’s web.  In order tTo get these great experiences, IE has to be a great browser for developers.  
IE8 makes web development easier and more efficient in ways that enhance the web experience for everyone.  IE8 focuses on interoperability – on making it easier for developers to write one set of code that works great on many browsers.  The browserIE8 has a new layout engine that is compliant with today’s web standards and a developer toolbar that delivers a suite of powerful tools to aid in the creation and optimization of web pages.




Browser Interoperability	Comment by tholse: Good stuff in this section. Nice.

When different browsers interpret web page code (markup, style sheets, and script) in different ways, a website can look great in one browser and broken in another.  Developers want their sites to work well for all browsers.  This requires developers making choices between coding that is unique for each browser – a lot of extra work – or limiting themselves to code that behaves consistently across browsers, which limits the experience.  The greater the differences between browsers, the more extra work they have to do or the greater the limitations they have to accept.
Web standards have emerged to address this problem.  If all the browsers interpret pages in a standard way, and if developers write their code according to the standards, then developers aren’t forced to make choices between efficiency, productivity, and building great experiences.  They can spend more time building great experiences that work as expected in any browser. 
One of the most important web standards is CSS2.1, which describes the style of a web page, including fonts, colors, and (most importantly) layout.  	Comment by tholse: Is this the commonly known name (that is, like TCP/IP)? If not, you should spell it out on first use.
IE8 includes a new layout engine that is fully compliant with the CSS2.1 standard.  This means that websites written to the CSS2.1 standard will have consistent layout in IE8 and in other standards-compliant browsers.  This is what we mean by browser interoperability.  Web developers will write code once, and it will work consistently in all browsers.  IE8 users will experience rich and high-fidelity web sites that are in no way compromised by the browser.
IE8’s standards compliance is evidenced by passing the Acid2 test, a web-based test page that uses a wide array of HTML and CSS commands to expose layout errors in browsers.  While passing this test is an important indicator of compliance, we have encountered some places where the standards, as published by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C), are ambiguous or confusing.  So as a demonstration of our commitment to and support of web standards, the IE8 team has handed off more than 1,000 certification test cases to the W3C for use by any web developers or browser manufacturers.  We’re sharing our interpretation of the standards specifications with the web community to invite discussion and advance the goals of a standardized set of certification tests and a fully standardized web.



Performance and Memory
IE8 has changed many of its browser subsystems (e.g.for example, the HTML parser, CSS rule processing, and markup tree manipulation) and overhauled the script engine to improve overall browser performance.  Memory management in IE8 now mitigates memory leaks previously created by circular references between script objects and document object model (DOM)DOM objects.  The result is a faster, more stable web experience.	Comment by tholse: Every document gets to have a section that few people will understand. It adds a sense of mystery and intrigue, right?

Developer Toolbar
IE8 has a new and comprehensive developer toolset for editing web pages and debugging and profiling web applications.  The You can access the Developer Toolbar ships with the browser and is available by clicking pressing Shift+F12 or clicking the Developer Tools icon in the Command Bar.  
The toolbar gives developers the ability to edit and view CSS and HTML/XML, to test and debug script, to profile script performance, and to view and change the document object model (DOM).  Instead of just the source view, web developers you can get a view into IE’s the browser’s internal representation of the site,; they can view script changes as they affect the DOM tree, examine applied rules, and trace the origin of style values.
In addition, the Developer Toolbar includes a down-level compatibility toolkit, which makes it easy to toggle between the new layout engine and the IE7 layout engine.  This allows developers toYou can now quickly identify changes that must be made to make sites work well with older versions of IE.
With these tools, developers you can iterate rapidly within IE.  It’s easy to edit an attribute in the tree to or change a style rule and see the results right away in the browser. By removing the need to move between applications, save, and refresh, the IE8 Developer Toolbar makes it easier to test designs, debug a problem, or just experiment and learn more about web development.


[image: ]
While tThe Developer Toolbar won’t be used by most mainstream users of IE, it will benefit everyone by making it easier for developers you to create, test, and fine-tune great websites that everyone can use.

IE8’s bBuilt-in dDeveloper tools in IE8


Activities and WebSlices
[image: ]Earlier in this guide, we discussed two new IE8 features called Activities and WebSlices.  Both of these features allow users to reach beyond the page and by allowing by integrating web services to be integrated into the browser.	Comment by tholse: We must’ve been pretty sure that Yahoo! deal was going to go down. There’s a Yahoo! reference in the image. Having just Yahoo! seems like a violation of LCA’s “Don’t show preference for third-parties” guideline. I suggest reshooting the image, but David can weigh in.
But in order for Activities and WebSlices to deliver on their promise, web developers must build them and associate them with interesting and relevant websites and services.  And for that to happen, the features need to be flexible and easy for web developers to create.
In IE8, Activities connect content from web pages to relevant web services.  From a developer point of view, an Activity is defined with just a few lines of XML code.  A developer from of a web service can create an Activity in just a few minutes and make it available from their web pages through a script API (called AddService) and a pointer to the XML file.
It isIt’s also easy to create WebSlices in IE8.  Just a few lines of mark-up code on an existing web page can create a WebSlice, and then existing RSS technology delivers the content to users who have subscribed to the WebSlice.  Developers don’t have to create add-ons, and users don’t need additional code running on their computers to take advantage.
+ Resources
Web developers can visit the Internet Explorer Developer Center* to find white papers, sample code, and much other more information they need to enable them to use these new tools. http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/ie/default.aspx	Comment by teddw: We should consider a specicial visual treatment for Additional Resources.  We will want to use it at the end of each section major section.

Is this simply links or is this whole section need the treatment?


Developers can easily associate their web services with an IE8 Activity and make it available from the Activities menu.



Compatibility	Comment by teddw: This should not be a main heading like this.  It should be under the Productivity for Developers section.

IE8’s The new IE8new layout engine takes a leap forward by complying with web standards, which means you can create websites more efficiently, and they’ll operate .  It will enable websites to be created more efficiently and to operate more predictably.  We built this new layout engine so that users will have the smoothest web browsing experience and developers can write one set of code that will run on the largest number of browsers.
But we also recognize that there are millions of sites on the web that have been built for IE7 and that some of these sites might not lay out correctly with the new engine.  One of the core tenets of the Internet Explorer team is to maintain site compatibility from version to version.  In other words, we have a responsibility to not break the Web.  There is a tension between the desire to embrace the new standards that will define the Web of the future (to move forward) and the responsibility to maintain compatibility and not break the Web (to not change anything).	Comment by tholse: The first sentence and the second sentence contradict one another. The first says we broke it, and the second says we pledge not to break it. I suggest deleting this whole paragraph ‘cuz it’s nothing but an invitation for Slashdot readers to start panting.
IE8 includes two layout engines: the new standards-compliant engine and the existing IE7 engine.  By default, IE8 will be in Standards Mode and use the new layout engine. The IE7 Mode will be there to ensure that any website that works in IE7 will continue to work in IE8.  
There are several ways to invoke the IE7 Mode.  A site developer can request to use of IE7 mode with a single line of markup in their code.  If an company organization has an internal web-based tool that worked well in IE7, they can deploy IE8 with settings to use IE7 more on internal sites and Standards Mode on the internet.  And you, the user, You will be able to change the mode if you encounter a page with broken layout.
Over time, we expect more sites to comply with standards and IE7’s layout engine will be less necessary.  Developers will be able to write one set of code that works great on all browsers, reducing time spent bending the markup to the idiosyncrasies of any browser (including, admittedly, older versions of IE), increasing the time available for innovation and the number of people that have a quality experience on the web. 



IE8 at Work	Comment by teddw: I bumped this up to a Heading 1 so it needs a different page layout now	Comment by tholse: As I note below, this section is the weakest in terms of hitting the right tone for an end user audience. I’ve done what my limited technical knowledge allows, but I think it needs some more tweaking if we’re going to hit the bar set by the rest of the document.


All of IE8’s the investments in security, performance, navigation, service integration, and code development and debugging in IE8 can will benefit customers using the browser at home or at work.  A more secure browser is a more secure workplace.  A more efficient and performant browser is a more productive workforce.
But corporate IT departments also have unique security, customization, deployment, and management needs for desktops.  IE8 can be deployed as a stand-alone program or as part of the operating system, and it has greater customization and management flexibility through policies.
IE8 also sustains maintains Microsoft’s strong commitment to support.  IE is supported for the life of the OSoperating system, with dedicated, enterprise-level hotfix and security responses.




Stand-alone Installation	Comment by tholse: These sections are technical and acronym-laden. It’d be nice if their tone and terminology matched the majority of this guide (perhaps with the exception of the developer-oriented section), but I’ll leave the judgment to you. I don’t have enough knowledge about the subject to attempt a heavy rewrite.
IE8 can be installed as a stand-alone program through a custom IE package (including an MSI installer) and deployed via through a distribution service, such as Active Directory, WSUS, or SMS.  The IE Administrator Kit (IEAK) provides you with all the tools and documentation you’ll need.
System administrators can choose to deploy:
·  Thea full IE package (including IE8,  + customizations, and the  + MSI installer), 
· Aa configuration-only package (including customizations and the + MSI installer)
· A or a CD package (including CD Auto-run,  + IE8, and + customizations).
Corporate IT departments can customize their version of IE8 –including the home page, Favorites, search provider, Feeds, and Activities – by adding IE8 customization settings to the Unattend.xml file that Windows uses for unattended setup.  	Comment by tholse: But not WebSlices?

Slipstream Installation
Slipstreaming is the process of integrating IE8 into a Windows install image.  System administrators can now create a Windows image that includes IE8, so that corporate desktopscomputers throughout the organization get a Windows installation inclusive that includesof IE8, and without any post-install work.  IE8 installation will useuses the Windows  Vista®/Windows  7 CBS install method, meaning IE8 slipstreaming is supported on both versions of the OSWindows. 
IE8 will then behave as part of Windows and will not be available toSlipstream installation means that individual users will not be able to uninstall or manage IE8 as a separate program, improving desktop the consistency and manageability of your organization’s computers. The Windows Automated Installation Kit (WAIK) has all the tools and documentation for slipstream installation.
The Windows Automated Installation Kit (WAIK) has all the tools and documentation for slipstream installation.  The same customizations – home page, Favorites, search provider, Feeds and Activities – can be determined by the system administrator during the creation of the slipstream package.



Managing User Settings Post-deployment
IE8 enablesYou can  centralized management of user settings by enabling system administrators to change changing machine and user policies on existing deployments of IE8.  By creating an IE Administrators Kit (IEAK)IEAK configuration-only package, system administrators can update security settings,  and user settings, and customizations, such as branding and other defaults.	Comment by tholse: Huh?
Group Policy Enhancements
New features in IE8, such as the Developer Toolbar, will be configurable via using Group Policy, as you’d expect.  IE8 installs an ADMX/ADML file as part of the full package (XML version of the ADM files from previous OS’soperating systems), which allows system administrators to get accessto the full range of IE8 policy settings and push apply them within their organizationthem through Group Policy Object (GPO).
IE8 has a number of additional Group Policy enhancements to ease simplify deployment, configuration, and customization:.
· The system administrator You can use Group Policy to determine whether IE runs in IE7 Mode or IE8 Standards Mode, either by default or persistently.  This can be configured differently for specific websites and for different security zones (Internet, Intranet, etc.).
· You can support Activities and search providers using are also supported by Group Policy, which allows you to allowing corporate IT departments to configure customized Activities and search providers for all of their IE8 deployments or to entirely disable the feature for their users.  
Administrator Kit Enhancements
The You can use the IE Administrators Kit (IEAK) can be used by system administrators to configure IE8 settings for their desktopyour deployments.  There are three licensing modes for the IEAK – Independent Content Provider (ICP), Independent Service Provider (ISP), and Corporate – to ensure system administrators have a targetedyou;ve got a version that aligns with their your specific customization needs.  
All licensing modes benefit from IE8 improvements in the IEAK customization workflow, including the ability to customize a single setting, independent of a setting group.	Comment by tholse: I suspect this paragraph isn’t saying much that’s really important and can be deleted. If I’m wrong, it needs to be more detailed to be meaningful to most readers.
Companies You can use the IEAK to create custom, branded versions of IE8 that they can be delivered to customers as stand-alone packages or with other software or services, outside without having to install of an OS operating systeminstall at the same time. You can update these custom versions without having to reinstall IE8. Lightweight, ‘branding-only’ update packages can be created to continue to evolve the customizations of IE8, post-install, without having to user go through a reinstallation.
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